
Women In Leadership – The Origin 

1. When Did Women Begin Appearing in Leadership in Scripture? 

Women appear in leadership from the earliest chapters of the Old Testament and continue throughout the 
New Testament. Leadership is not a late development—it is woven into the biblical story from the beginning. 

Old Testament (Earliest Leadership Examples) 
Women lead as: 

• Prophets (Miriam, Deborah, Huldah) 

• Judges (Deborah) 
• Deliverers (Jael) 
• Intercessors (Hannah) 

• Queens (Esther) 
• Wise women / counselors (Abigail, the Wise Woman of Tekoa) 

New Testament 
Women lead as: 

• Apostolic witnesses (Mary Magdalene) 
• Deacons (Phoebe) 

• Teachers (Priscilla) 
• Prophets (Philip’s four daughters) 
• Church patrons / leaders of house churches (Lydia, Nympha, Chloe) 

Biblically, women’s leadership is not an exception—it is a pattern. 

 

2. Who Are the Women Leaders in Scripture? (With Key Passages) 
 

A. Old Testament Leaders 
• Miriam (Exodus 15:20) — Prophet and worship leader of Israel. 

• Deborah (Judges 4–5) — Prophet, Judge, military strategist, national leader. 

• Huldah (2 Kings 22:14–20) — Prophet who authenticated Scripture and instructed priests and the king. 

• Abigail (1 Samuel 25) — Wise counselor whose leadership prevented bloodshed. 

• Esther (Book of Esther) — Queen who saved Israel through courage and intercession. 

• The Wise Woman of Abel (2 Samuel 20:16–22) — Negotiator who saved her city. 

B. New Testament Leaders 

• Mary Magdalene (John 20:17–18) — First apostolic witness of the resurrection. 

• Phoebe (Romans 16:1–2) — Deacon and trusted courier of Paul’s letter. 

• Priscilla (Acts 18:24–26) — Teacher who instructed Apollos in sound doctrine. 

• Junia (Romans 16:7) — Named among the apostles. 

• Lydia (Acts 16:14–15, 40) — Patron and leader of a house church. 

• Nympha (Colossians 4:15) — House church leader. 

• Chloe (1 Corinthians 1:11) — Church leader whose people informed Paul. 

• Philip’s daughters (Acts 21:9) — Prophets in the early church. 

These women demonstrate that leadership is Spirit-gifted, not gender-limited. 

 



3. How Women in Scripture Shape Christian Formation (Mind, Body, 

Soul) 

Christian formation is holistic—thinking like Christ, living like Christ, and loving like Christ. The women 
leaders of Scripture embody this in three dimensions: 

A. Formation of the Mind (Wisdom, Discernment, Doctrine) 

Women in Scripture model: 

• Theological clarity (Priscilla teaching Apollos) 
• Prophetic discernment (Huldah interpreting the Book of the Law) 

• Strategic wisdom (Deborah judging Israel; Abigail preventing war) 

Formation Principle: 

A Christ-formed mind is rooted in Scripture, sharpened by the Spirit, and expressed in wise leadership. 

B. Formation of the Body (Embodied Courage, Action, Service) 

Women lead through embodied action: 

• Esther risks her life to save her people. 

• Deborah goes into battle with Barak. 
• Jael delivers Israel through decisive action. 
• Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb while others hide. 

 

Formation Principle: 

Christian formation shapes the body into an instrument of courage, service, justice, and holy action. 

C. Formation of the Soul (Identity, Calling, Devotion) 

Women demonstrate deep spiritual formation: 

• Hannah pours out her soul before the Lord. 
• Mary the mother of Jesus models surrender: “Be it unto me…” 

• Mary Magdalene shows steadfast devotion to Christ. 
• Phoebe serves as a deacon with spiritual authority. 

Formation Principle: 

A Christ-formed soul is anchored in devotion, humility, and obedience to God’s call. 

 

 



4. A Bishop-Level Definition You Can Use 

Christian formation in mind, body, and soul is the Spirit-led shaping of a believer’s intellect, actions, and 

inner life into the likeness of Christ. Women in Scripture—prophets, teachers, apostles, judges, and 

servants—demonstrate this formation through wisdom, courage, and devotion that advance God’s 

mission. 

5. If You Want, I Can Build: 

• A lesson plan for youth or adults 
• A sermon outline on women in leadership 

• A bishop’s consecration teaching on formation 
• A leadership curriculum for women in your diocese 
• A scripture-based formation framework for your ministry 
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