"The Methodical Approaches of God."
1 Corinthians 14:40

Scriptures on Being Methodical and Orderly
Here are a few scriptures that highlight the importance of order, planning, and
systematic living:

1. 1 Corinthians 14:40 (HCSB): "But everything must be done decently and in
order."

2. Proverbs 21:5 (NIV): "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as
haste leads to poverty."

3. Proverbs 24:27 (NIV): "Put your outdoor work in order and get your fields
ready; after that, build your house."

4. Genesis 6:16-18 (HCSB) “14. Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make
rooms in the ark and cover it with pitch inside and outside. 15. This is how you
are to make it: The ark will be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.
16. You are to make a roof, finishing the sides of the ark to within 18 inches of
the roof. You are to put a door in the side of the ark. Make it with lower, middle,
and upper decks.

These verses underscore the value of planning, diligence, and order in one’s life, which
are hallmarks of a methodical approach.

Origin of the Word "Methodical”

The word "methodical” originates from the Medieval Latin term "methodicus," which
in turn comes from the Greek word "methodikos." The root "methodos" means "pursuit
of knowledge" or "systematic investigation," combining "meta-" (after, with) and
"hodos" (way, journey). This etymology reflects the core idea of following a path or
system to achieve understanding or accomplish tasks efficiently.

Being methodical in studying religious texts, praying regularly, and maintaining a
disciplined spiritual life can help deepen one’s faith and understanding of God. It
allows believers to approach their spiritual journey with clarity and purpose.

The term "methodical" means being orderly, systematic, and precise in approach. It
involves following a well-thought-out plan or procedure, often with a focus on accuracy
and thoroughness. When someone or something is methodical, it means they
approach tasks in an organized and deliberate manner.
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For example, a methodical person might create a detailed to-do list and tackle each
task step by step, ensuring everything is completed correctly and efficiently. In
science, a methodical approach involves conducting experiments in a systematic way
to ensure reliable and reproducible results.

How it relates to various fields or contexts:

1. Science and Research: In scientific research, being methodical is crucial for
conducting experiments, collecting data, and analyzing results. It ensures the
accuracy and reliability of findings.

2. Project Management: Project managers use a methodical approach to plan,
execute, and monitor projects. This helps in achieving project goals within the
set timeline and budget.

3. Education: Teachers and students can benefit from methodical study habits and
teaching methods. Organized lesson plans and study schedules can lead to
better learning outcomes.

4. Everyday Life: In everyday tasks, being methodical can help in managing time
effectively, staying organized, and reducing stress.

Being methodical can relate to one's approach to studying, understanding, and living
out religious faith. Many religious practices and disciplines require a methodical
approach to fully grasp their depth and significance. This includes systematic theology,
a discipline that seeks to organize and summarize religious truths in a coherent and
comprehensive manner.

In many religious traditions, the concept of God is often associated with order,
precision, and purpose. Here are some ways God's methodical approaches are
perceived in various religious contexts:

Creation
. Genesis 1: The Bible describes the creation of the world in a systematic,
sequential manner over six days, demonstrating an orderly and methodical
process.
o Day 1: Light and darkness
- Day 2: Sky and waters
o Day 3: Land, seas, and vegetation
o Day 4: Sun, moon, and stars
o Day 5: Sea creatures and birds

o Day 6: Land animals and humans
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Laws and Commandments
. Exodus 20: The Ten Commandments provide a structured set of ethical
guidelines for living a righteous life, reflecting God's methodical approach to
moral order.
. Leviticus: This book outlines detailed laws and rituals for worship and daily
living, emphasizing a systematic approach to holiness and community life.

Plan of Salvation

. Christianity: The concept of salvation is seen as a methodical plan carried out
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This plan is often
viewed as unfolding in a purposeful and orderly way, from the prophecies in the
Old Testament to their fulfillment in the New Testament.

. Ephesians 1:9-10 (NIV): "He made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect
when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and
on earth under Christ."

Nature and the Universe
. Psalm 104:24 (NIV): "How many are your works, LORD! In wisdom, you made
them all; the earth is full of your creatures." The intricate design and order of the
natural world are often seen as evidence of God's methodical and wise nature.

Prophecy and Fulfillment
. Isaiah 55:11 (NIV): "So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not
return to me empty but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose
for which I sent it." God's words and prophecies are seen as precise and
purposeful, always achieving their intended outcomes.

Example from the Quran
« Quran 15:9 (Sahih International): "Indeed, it is We who sent down the
Qur'an and indeed, We will be its guardian." This verse reflects the belief that
God's revelations are methodically preserved and protected.
Overall, the methodical approaches attributed to God highlight the belief in a
purposeful, orderly, and systematic divine plan governing creation, moral law,

salvation, and the natural world.
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A Methodical Way to Study The Bible
Studying the Bible methodically can provide a deeper and more systematic
understanding of its teachings. Here are some steps to follow for a methodical Bible
study:

1. Set a Plan and Goals
. Define Your Purpose: Determine why you want to study the Bible (e.g., for
spiritual growth, historical knowledge, understanding specific doctrines).
. Choose a Study Schedule: Decide on a regular time and place for your study
sessions to establish a consistent routine.

2. Select a Study Method
. Topical Study: Focus on a specific topic (e.g., love, faith, forgiveness) and find
all related scriptures.
. Book-by-Book Study: Study one book of the Bible at a time, examining its
context, themes, and messages.
. Chapter and Verse Analysis: Break down each chapter and verse to
understand its meaning and application.

3. Use Study Tools
. Bible Translations: Compare different translations (e.g., NIV, ESV, KJV) to gain
various perspectives on the text.
. Commentaries: Refer to biblical commentaries for insights and explanations
from scholars.
. Concordances and Dictionaries: Use these tools to understand the original
language and context of key terms.

4. Contextual Understanding
. Historical Context: Research the historical and cultural background of the
passages.
. Literary Context: Consider the literary genre (e.g., poetry, prophecy, narrative)
and how it influences the interpretation.
. Theological Context: Reflect on how the passage fits into the overall message
of the Bible and its theological implications.
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5. Observation, Interpretation, and Application
. Observation: Note what the passage says, paying attention to key words,
phrases, and details.
. Interpretation: Understand what the passage means by considering its context
and using study tools.
. Application: Determine how the passage applies to your life and what actions
or changes it calls for.

6. Reflect and Pray
. Meditate on the Word: Spend time reflecting on the passage and its
significance.
. Pray for Insight: Ask for divine guidance and understanding as you study.

7. Discussion and Community

. Join a Bible Study Group: Engage in discussions with others to gain different
perspectives and insights.

. Seek Mentorship: Find a knowledgeable mentor or pastor who can guide and
support your study.

. Meat Lovers Bible Study: Build a hunger for studying God'’s word with your
church family.

. Sunday Church School: Consistently attend Church School for 5 years and
would have gone through the entire Bible and would gotten a chronological and
thematic approach to the Bible.

By following these steps, you can approach your Bible study in a systematic and

methodical way, ensuring a thorough and meaningful understanding of the scriptures.
Enjoy the journey of discovering deeper insights and growing in your faith.
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